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CONFIDENTIAL QUITO 5545 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PORGSF US NI 

SUB J : ECUADOREAN ATTENDANCE AT LAGOS ANTI-APARTHIED CONFERENCE 

REF: STATE 179444 

1 . POLCONSELOR CALLED ON HERNAN VEINTIMILLA, DIRGEN OF FONOFF 
POLITICAL BUREAU, TO DISCUSS, INTER ALIA, ECUADOR'S PLANS FOR 
ANTI-APARTHEID CONFERENCE. VEINTIMILLA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT GOE 
HAD NOW RECEIVED AN INVITATION, BUT PROFESSED UNCERTAINTY ABOUT 
WHETHER OR NOT TO SEND A DELEGATION. REPLYING TO HIS QUESTION 

AS TO WHAT PROBLEMS THE US FORESAW AT THE CONFERRENCE, POLCOUN- 
SELOR EXPLAINED WE HAD SOME CONCERN THAT IMMODERATE RESOLUTIONS, 
INCLUDING LINKAGES BETWEEN APARTHEID AND ZIONISM, MIGHT BE 
PASSED. HEARING THIS, VEINTIMILLA THEN DECLARED UNEQUIVOCALLY 
THAT ECUADOR WOULD NOT SPEND ITS SCARCE RESOURCES AND SEND A 
DELEGATION BUT WOULD INSTEAD SEND A MESSAGE BACKING THE 
ANTI-APARTHIED STRUGGLE. 

2. COMMENT: GOE IS OBVIOUSLY QUITE SENSITIZED NOW TO 
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BEING CAUGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF A BATTLE BETWEEN US AND THIRD- 
WORLDERS, ESPECIALLY ARAB PARTNERS IN OPEC. AS SUCH, THE 
DECISION NOT TO ATTEND THE CONFERENCE WILL SAVE THEM SOME 
GR IF F— AND PERHAPS US AS WELL. 
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